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CLASSROOM CENTRAL POSITIONS FOR SUCCESS WITH NEW BOARD APPOINTMENTS AND EMPLOYEES  

CHARLOTTE, NC, July 30, 2013 – Classroom Central (http://www.classroomcentral.org), a non-profit 
organization which equips students to effectively learn by collecting and distributing free school 
supplies, is pleased to announce several new board of directors appointments as well as two new hires.  
These organizational updates further position Classroom Central to serve as the region’s leader in 
outfitting children living in poverty with the critical classroom supplies they need to learn. 

“We continue steadfast in our vision to provide every child in poverty with the quantity and the quality 
of supplies needed to succeed in school,” stated Jill Dineen, Executive Director for Classroom Central, 
“Last year, we served over 135,000 students and 9,000 educators.  I am delighted to welcome our latest 
team members who will bring a tremendous set of professional skills to further boost our impact in the 
community.”   

Rochelle Rivas, PHR, Managing Partner and Co-Founder at The DARTON GROUP, will serve as Chair, 
Classroom Central Board of Directors in 2013-2014.   Rivas succeeds Jon Pollack, Executive Vice 
President Sales Promotion, Marketing and E-Commerce at Belk, Inc..  Rivas has served as Vice Chair of 
the Classroom Central Board of Directors for the last year, and has been a board member for four years. 
Rivas headed the task force for the innovative new Classroom Central pilot program that launched in 
January 2013 which allows teachers in seventeen pilot schools to order essential  items via an online 
portal that are delivered directly to their schools. 

“Fifty-four percent of students in our region living are below poverty level,” said Rivas. “The parents of 
these children often have to make the decision whether to purchase food or school supplies.   I am 
pleased to serve as the Board Chair of Classroom Central, an organization who strives to ensure that 
these children have the essential supplies to learn.”   

T.J. Hooper, Vice President and Managing Counsel at Wells Fargo, will serve as Vice Chair, Classroom 
Central Board of Directors in 2013-2014.  Hooper succeeds Rochelle Rivas who was appointed Board 
Chair for 2013-2014.   T.J. has served the past three years on the Classroom Central Board of Directors 
and has acted as Co-Chair of the Finance Committee. 

Jenna Kelly, Commercial Relationship Manager, Fifth Third Bank has been appointed secretary of the 
Board of Directors.  Kelly succeeds Edana Lewis who has served as Secretary for three years.   Kelly has 
volunteered at Classroom Central since 2006, joining the board in June 2013.  She has served on the 
Finance Committee and well as the Executive and Fund Development committees. 

http://www.classroomcentral.org/


The following executives were newly elected to the Classroom Central Board of Directors for a term of 
one year beginning in June 2013: 

• Treasurer: Robert Rostan, Principal, Training the Street, Inc. 
• Aimee Worsley, SVP, head of HR Communications & Change Readiness, Wells Fargo 
• Deepa Shah, CPA, Director, Bank of America 
• Keith Hendrix, Audit Partner, Blair, Bohlé & Whitsitt Partner Group 

They join seven additional individuals who remain in the same seats on the Classroom Central Board of 
Directors in 2013-2014:  

• Past Chair: Jon Pollack, Belk, Inc. 
• Laura Benoit, Johnson & Wales University 
• Ivy Chin, Belk, Inc. 
• Barbara Davis, Piedmont Natural Gas  
• M Hooper, Keffer Automotive  
• Jared Lawrence, Duke Energy  
• Cristen Taylor, Domtar Paper Company 

In addition to the new board appointments, Classroom Central also welcomes two new hires: 

Lauren Johnson, Director of Communications 
Lauren Johnson will be responsible for branding, public relations, marketing and communications for 
Classroom Central.  Lauren holds a Bachelor of Science in Marketing Management from Virginia Tech 
and has more than twelve years of experience in the field of marketing.  She has a strong background in 
strategic planning, public relations, advertising, digital marketing, branded content and social media, 
holding professional positions at Newell Rubbermaid and the American International Women’s Club of 
Geneva, Switzerland.    

Anita Strauss-LaRowe, Grant Strategist 
Anita Strauss-LaRowe will be responsible for researching, identifying, and securing both new and 
existing sources of grant support that will advance the mission of Classroom Central.  Strauss-LaRowe 
holds a Bachelor of Arts in English Literature from State University of New York (SUNY), College at 
Purchase.  Previous positions include Group Manager at Prudential Insurance, Director of Development, 
then Director of Strategic Planning at the Charlotte Symphony, and Sr. Grant Strategist at UFS (now, Safe 
Alliance).  Volunteer activities include Charlotte Civic Orchestra, Temple Beth El, and Animal Care and 
Control. 

About Classroom Central:  
Classroom Central equips students living in poverty to effectively learn by collecting and distributing free 
school supplies.  Since its inception in 2002, Classroom Central has distributed over $38 million in school 
supplies.   For more information, visit http://www.classroomcentral.org. 
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